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BATTLESHIP TEXAS TO TEXAS

The battleship USS TEXAS was transferred to the State of Texas
this week at the San Jacinto battle grounds, now a State park near

_Houston.

Assistant Secretary of the Navy Andrews, & native of Texas,
presented the battleship after a decommissioning ceremony, to Gov~
ernor Jester of Texas,

_ The Texas will be permanently berthed in the Houston ship channel,
%% “4n the shadow of the 580~foot San Jacinto Battlegrounds Monument.
The battleship had been temporarily berthed at the San Jacinto Army
Ordnsnce Depot, where it was towed last month from Korfolk.

The ship was decommissioned by Rear Adm, Lawrence F. Reifsnlder,
USK, Commandant of the Eighth Naval District, end Capt. Charies A+
Baker, commanding officer of the Texas during her World War II en~
gagements at Normandy on D-Dey, Cherbourg, Southern France, Iwo
Jima and Okinawa.
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After accepting the battleship for the State, Governor Jester
introduced Fleet Admiral Chester W, Nimltz, & native of Fredericksburg,
Texas., Admiral Nimitz, who made the principal address, was glven a
17-gun salute and hils five-star flag was run up during the ceremonies
along with the Texas Ione Star flag.

Pransfer of the USS TEXAS to the state of Texas as &n outright
gift was suthorized by special legislation enacted by the T9th Congress.
The legislation required that Texas provide funds for establishment of
the battleship as a memorial and for waintenance. Populear subscriptions
in s campaign conducted throughout the State by the Texas Battleship
Commission have provided ebout a quarter of a rillion dollars for these

purposes.
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kavtbanicl=n tho acoaptance of the Battleship "Texas®™ by the Com-

i]

Ehlsalou of G&nvrol frca the United States Govornmont ‘and providing'

fo es :Dlish&ﬁnt of oae for exhibition as & permanent memorial

for tha pnrpoco of cc-‘smz:oretinQ the hrroic p“rticipation of the

b

b

E“»ﬁta of Tozasz in the progecuilon and victory of the Scecend World
t ar; p:o"‘uind fﬁr tha croution of tho Conmlasion of Control for
g“e Batulﬁ uip '"e,as,' ﬁhich Conmlssion is to bo known gs the
;P ttloeship Toxas cOu;iésion and providing for the maonner of
Rappolintisnt of the mcmbars tbpreof‘ providinr for the duties and
porsrs of Buﬂh Coxmiaalon' providing for the accertance of glfts
or dansticnay providing for the formatlon of an Operatings Board
 from tho mozdsrohip of sald Comminslon; and providing that the
Sattlechip Yexae Cormission may delegate Lo the Operating Board
any or al)l powers of the Ccmmisslon; providing that the Operating
Toard £h2ll set 22 o lisison group betweer the Dattleshlip Texas
Ce-ln=2en end tho £on Jecinto State Park Commlission; providing
that ¢ths Battleship Texnz Commisslion shall'ﬁaintaln & func com=~
posed of the procecds from the adrission fee, wr'lch fund will ﬁe
waed o paintain and opsrate the Eattleship Frexas®; providing
that the Commisgion may, atlits optior, retal- tne surrlls of
such fund, if any, remainlng after all costis of melrtatinl:,; und
operating Baid vessel skal‘ be palz ir full, mlescs s=

amounte to more than Tvo ty -five Trousearnd Dollarvs (L06

viding thet all net proceccds derive? Iromx s.ior fun.

Trenty-five Theousand Dollers (L25,7%.2) =vAll be et imned U the
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Traasnry'dr the State of Texss at the_eﬁd;6r 6ach fiscal yeor;
providing that books and_fecords of ﬁéeoﬁﬁflshall be mzintained
for the Comml;aion, which books and records shéll be avallaodble fq?
audit at.nny time; providing that the Comzission may hire laborers,
artisetns, caretaksra; stenographlc snd adminiaterial help to cCarsy
out the provisions of thla Act; providing that the Commission nay
hire laborors aﬁd purchase materlials necessery to maintaln the

Bettlechip “Texas“ in & clean, neat and attractive condition; pro-

vidiL3 thut, &3 far ¥ practlcable, any materials used in main-

| tainino and operating the Battloshi Rrexas® be Texas materiala-

and providing that all omployeea hired under the provisions of
thiz Act be residents Sf Toxas; prO?idih; that &1l expendituroa of
funda thall be undoer the control and supervision of the Beoard of
Contrel of the Stete of Texams; providing for the fulfillmant of
vzezmeios on the Comalsalon; making it unlawful for any ombor of
the Bauttleshlp Texes Commission or of the Opereting Board to
cherge, receive or obtein directly or indirectly any fee, commis-
sion, retslner or b“oxarabe out of tne funds hereby sappropriated;
wrecluding any such persons frecn having any interest in any lend,
matorialg, concesslons or contracts sold to or made with the
Battleship Texas Cormission or the Operating Board; provliding for
punishriznts for violations of the provisions of this Act; provid-
Ing that no member of the Commisesion or tl Operating Zoard shall
receive any salary; limliting selarles to Four Thousand Dollars

($4,000) per year; providing for a seving clsuse; and declaring en

eRorgency.,
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* ERACTED BY THE ISGISIATURE OF TUR STATE-OF TEXAS:

3ag§ng l. 7The Roormiasion of Control for tha Battleship

i?azaa,' horoin oroated; shall be and s hereby euthorlzed to ace

I

gopt from tho Unitad 8tstea Government the Battleship ®*Texas® for

cll of tho purpoaes hoerein specified and including the establiche

ant cf samo for exhibition €s 8 pornanent merzoricl: for the pur-

ose or cozmsmorating the haroic participation of the State of

Taxas 1n tho prosacution and victory of the Second World ¥Ular,

fac, ? Thers is hnrcby croated 8 Commission of Control fowr

the Battleahip Rraxaa®™ to bo known as the Battlsshlp Texas Comals-

sfen end which will héreinafter, in this Act, be referred to as
££}61y the Coaﬁiaslon, to bo composed of nine (9) members appoint-

ed by the Governor of the State of Texas from the personnel com-

prizing the following organizstlions, in the nusber statad:

)

General Publie ~ Kenbers al large 2 Yembers

Sons of the Republic of Toxas 1 Member
Dauvghters éf +he Feprublic »f Texss 1 M¥ember

Tozas jilstorlcal Assoctation 1 ¥enber

Texas Navy Leajue 1 Wewmber

Dissbled Veterans (D, A. V.) 1 Yember

Arerican Logion 1 ¥ember

Yeterarns of Forelgn Wers of the ', B. - L Werier

The terms ol such members shall be Bs Follows:  Three {2) members

of ssfd Comnlsslon stall re mppolintzd {or 8
from the esfective cate c¢f this A-t; tirce i
nission shall be appointel fr 6 ters

sffective date 7 this Act: ¢-pee ()} members of the (ommlssicon
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shsll be appointed for Y torm o

'y s1x (6) years rrom the effective

or shall be con—

dsto of this pek, -All appointees of the uOVOPn

to of tha Stato or

firped by & tco-thirds (2/3) vote .of the Sena

Baxan pranontg

o “The duties of the Commlssion ahall be-

o |
To provido ﬁ

t a location

2 propﬂr“berth-for~the~BAttlaahip ”Taxas,' to selec

pdjacent to, or on, the .San Jacinto Battlegro

unds fo" such berth,

he publlc; to ascertain

to ready the vasaol for visitation by t

.

vessel to

’f 4 institute & proper. charge fo“ admission to sald

paintein and operate-aaiﬁ yessel ap_nhpgrmznowt memoria

1 and oxhi-

oprlated 83 may be

end to alloca*e the ﬁonag hereln 2ppr

necossary ror the fulfillﬂent of the duties c

ontained nere,“.

v NI

gaid CozmisniOﬂ is - rurther auuhorized to e"form a;l othe‘

[ [

dutles

o“ed belou

in eddition to:-those specifica“y named abovc or wcnti

phich: &are nOcapddry tovc&rryxout{;he provisions

! r-"“osea of

[

;this Act. The aforesald Commissionashall te nosol

Y1764 to mecopt gilts ar. donations for the r; 3

.

The ﬂem*erskof the C"ﬂmiSSLO'

-

j 13 au»hor-?

-t this Act.——u
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'agezsission of CGntrol for tho Ba*tloship “Tezasﬁ and the presc1‘-
_f;’§ Jaointo State Park Commisaion. e _] -
bx

;55}‘;;_. foe. 8. The Com:iaaion shall maintaln a fund composed of
tho proccads frcm tho edlalzsion or Inspoction fee, which funi «!1
bo uzed to pay all costs of mﬁinuaining and operatinﬁ the vessel,

L'r“\__.

5t the erpiration of each fiacal year vhick shall be Augus* PR

baah yoar, the resgidue of such fund, If any, remaining afte: bll

L2 ’AD\-

eosts of m2intaining end operating said vessel shall heve bLec-.
fzeid in full, =2y . bo roteined by the Commission, st its opticr
b

Ecaid rund,-unlésa~aaid surplus asmounts to more than Twenty-:!..

rihousand Dollars (425,000); In the event aa'd surplus does &:-

to EITO ?h“n ﬁsnty- ive Tho&fanﬂ Dollers (525 C30), 4all of w:.
-} i

sald eurﬁlus in excoss of Twonty-five Thoussrd Dollars {825,¢

,E ahall bo P@id into the Troasury of the _tate'of_Texas for tre

§E joonafit of the Generel Fund, ——- R - )

j g £02¢ T« The Commission shall maintain tooks of aécoun? :.

ﬂfE records eomeerning all revenue derived'fro~ the sele of admiss!

; E te the pudlic and e)l cexpenses 1“°“’P‘“ 1“ malnyaininc B rernos
#

hzns the Lattleship as a public memorisl; sucl. records cnd bocrs

all bﬁ :vnilabla for audit at any time’ b fhélio&rdiﬁf Control

of the tate of Texas..

H
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Sota D, The Coromlsszlion is herelbry aut‘cxlgep u9 ﬁiﬂe any

f )

1sboraers n;t*s&ns caretelters steno rackic a“u au:iniste ial
» ’ ’ 5

P

help &5 may be necesscary to carry out'tha';?oviS{c:s*&hém;urp,sL“
;| - . ) 7 - . .

of this’Act, -The~Commisaion may furirner engsge the emplovment o
laborers and artis&ns and purckase materlels necessary to melnte'n

the Battlc"hip 4gxas“ in a clea“ neat and attrective condltiny
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fezpsnisd by the Board of Control of the State of Teoxas sccording

Fpoirt & zuccessor from the sore orgariza lon to rklcb_thq‘“eceaSud:

“or” resigned thair positions 8T all }a\a 83, t“pir tsﬂr::‘e;?;qption
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g ,'é. Any eﬂploféaa hirad by virtue of the provisions of
L ﬁvoﬂa Soﬂtion or this Act ahall be residents o; the State of-

“r*°a. Any nateriﬂla -uged-for any-purpose in connection “with

=inisinirg end operating the Battleahip Texas™ ihﬁlf;be, as far

RS At

Faeticable, Texas mtériéls.
- £2¢2 10, All expenditures-end contracts authorized by the

Ceizaicn or Operating Boerd shall be made, lét, suporvised and

loettirg of contrects by the sald Board of Control
firge 1l. Then tho torm of any of the abova appointees ex-

piraa, tha Governor of the Stvta of Texaa ahall appoint rrOm the .
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personael of the organization to which the Comnlssio member vhose

tarn expirod balonged = parnon to serve on the °att19554p Texas

,._F T B

Gcmﬁi*nion- in the evont a memhor of tha Cornission d*es or re-

o S v

#lgns his position, the Governor of the State or Jexa s*all ap-
-,tw_ i =

. e T i

or ‘reslgning pen xber belonged to serve uhe rortlon "emainiﬁk of tle
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wneipired torm; a1l appointments made by the ,overno"'of the Stat ®

of Toxas to replace Commiss*on members whose tenms ana exgi ed

. oo
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ghall Yo for & term of four (4) years from tre dafe of tle explra-

tion of the precading term; all appolnteents made Ly tie. - s2Vernor

SN At # .u S
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or tre Stata of Texas to rerplacae Comrlss cn rumueﬁs w‘n Lave Jied
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reuaining of ‘the unexpired term of tle dtCCﬁSLi or resierli,y meme
s - % - . :
bér.  Such appointees of the Soversor sral L Ye corflrmed LY oa twae

thirds (2/3) vote of t‘e Sendue af tta_St&tqlnfL*%;qg;gmpse;b,q___
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&29,_;g. If shall be unlawful for any mszber of the Come~
zlagica, or of the Operating Boerd, to chargs, recelve or obtain, .
diréetly or indircoetly, eny fee, coxalssion, rotalner or brokersage
tad br thaﬁrumén horoby appfopriatad; end no mermber of the Cozmlis~
sien cr the Oparating Board sholl have any interest. in unylland,
pateriels, concessions or contracts zold to or mado with oither
ths Cormlgelon or the Opcrating Board. Violetion of any of the
%ywovisldng of this Secticn shall be a mlademsanor &nd upon con-
éiption; peaickoont shall consist of removal from such Cormisalon
or Opartting Boord end by a fino of not less than One Hundroed Dol-
lers {{100) nor more then Cne Thousand Dollars (51,000) or by

acafinemdnt in the ecounty jail at eny time not to excood six (6)

ponths or by both such fine and imprisonment.
83¢. 1S. No rsrber of the Commission or of the Operating
Board shell recoive ony selery for tho performznce of his dutlés
under thile Act, :Ho other person employed by virtue of the provi-
'glons of this Act shall rocelve, as salary, commission or compen-
aatibn, out of the State funds herein approprlated, or frem the

fund which is to be meintained by the Commission, more than Four

Thouaand Dollers (&4,000) per year,
Sec, 14, It ia understood and exprcssly provided that,
should eny Ssction, clsuse, or provislon of this Act be heroafter

held invslid for any reason, such invalidity stall not, in any

iy, affect any other provisioh of this Act.

Soce 15, The fact that i1t ls necessary irmediately to pre-

pare & berth for the Battleship ®"Texas™ in order to provide &
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titting and laatinu p@rmanent memorial commemorating the partici-
;ation of our Stlte in the Second. ®orld War, c”eat,es 8N emergo: -
end an 1mparative public necesslity that the COﬂ“tiuUu~L;81 Tl
requiring bills to be re&d on three several deys In eact. HLouse s
ths Congtitutional Rule requiring bills to taxe elffect and go !--
force ninety (£0) deys after ad fournment of the sessicn be sus-
pendad and satd Rules ére hereby suspended ani this kct siall tn..

offect end be in force from and sfter its passege, and {+ e s~

cctotoed,

o TEMPORE . .
Fresiliny oY tha_ganate Spesxsr cf the House

I hereby cortify that H. B. Yo, 623 wes passed by the o .

%]
-

en Lprid 17, 1947, by the followlhg vote: Yea&s 116, “ays 1, e

/:, N
,_1_{! o A—"‘-—-ta.wf‘__ .

A

Chief Cl&:‘}:iz-‘f'/‘,.’: T

1

I horedby cortify that ¥, n. No. 6223 was rassec i tre s

[ . ~
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Secre hAara of e Cevnty

on April 23, 1927, by the followlng vote: vene
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Certificate of acctpuncaz axecuted this 2lst day of Apri.i 1948 on behalf of the
.'sut.e of Texas by the _Batth;shlp Texas Coumission duly authorized\by _the ' |
Leg'iclatur§ of the State of rml on the 23rd day of April 1.947 t& receiv§ as a |
7--31&. ‘from the United States of America, under Public La¥w 649 of the 79th - - - e
:-Q:Oongtou, -tha -U.SI.S. TEXAS (3535) and the nii:nror service presented to the Ship . ... .
. by the childr.u and the citizens of the State of Texas. .. .
: ;aeho—ngﬁe-wf ‘the-¥:i$.8.“TEXAS from-the -United Sutu“bf Americd

nwto,she_étatc of Texas under Public Law 649 of the 79th Congress has been approved; 

A

© I dhereas, the U.S.S. TEXAS will be used as a memorial of the rolas played

b o v
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by the State of Tnns and the I‘Jnitcd States Ravy in the mtionl defuuu,

Nov l:hcrefqre. o o ;

‘";- " One, the U.S,5.Texas and her silver service is hereby accepted by the State

| of Tl;l to be uud solaly as a mori.al lﬂd to be preurved by the State of
Texas consistent with the l:uditiou of thc Ravy and the sr.ar.e of 'rmn. |

'I'.\lo, the Btat‘.c of Texas ahall maintain the 7.8, 8 'rms 1n a condit!.on

utilfl.ctory to the Dcpartn.nt of the Navy at all times and shall bu:_nll.

. ciponsu i.n cmection I:hormrlth md in connect.!.on wi.l:h this gift. N
L _\-"—"‘“‘-'O--I"---W"’ —e---_—“—"& —_— . - . - — —

‘In witoass whersof, we have accepted for the State of 'rma on the day lnd

_year firlt sbove mantioned. - - :";:‘-,'_:‘é-;_; S )  _'; b

. 1
R,

_ N By the hctluhtp Texas cc-li.uion, Lloyd J. Grogory, Chai.run, ‘l.'hurlond
" - Culp Krusger, Mrs.. 0. M. Farnsworth, Frank Butler, Jr., .E. H. Thomaton,.Jr.,

George R, lrovm, Jos. B, Hutchisom, L. ﬂ. Nevilla, ‘I'ou Dunn. J. rcrry lloorc

(decuud) N e LM met e G oo L
- r-;_; _ . Presented by - . .. .

-~ Mark Rdwin Aundrews, Assistant s.chry, United States Navy
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